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With the beginning of our fall semester in mid-
September came the launch of the third year of MYCP
and ICCWG’s Quran Reading Program. This biweekly
program, currently meeting online, aims to enable
students ages 5-18 to develop their Quran reading
skills, sharpen their recitation, and commit short
chapters to memory. A total of 121 students have
embarked upon this journey of virtual Quran learning
with us this fall. As we sorted students into classes
based on their levels and previous experience, it was
gratifying to see that the number of advanced classes
more than doubled from the same time last year. It
shows not only the effectiveness of the program, but
also the commitment of our students. Despite the
challenges that come with an online learning setup,
our students have shown enthusiasm and dedication
in their Quran studies this semester. We pray that
this experience instills within our students a deep
love for the Book of Allah and inspires for each of
them a lifelong relationship with the Quran.

Building a community of the Quran

Nine new Quran classes for adults
Nine new Quran reading classes for adults were added to our
weekly schedule this fall. Over sixty women and men enrolled in the
adult Quran classes, hoping to build and sharpen their reading of
our sacred book. While our original capacity for the program was
only ten students for the women’s program and ten for the men’s
program, we were overwhelmed with the interest from community
members in these courses. We were eager to meet the need in our
community for Quran reading instruction for adults, so we
increased the capacity by recruiting additional instructors and
adding more classes to the weekly schedule. With more than sixty
adult students enrolled, we have several different levels of classes.
About a third of the students  are beginners  in Quran reading, while 

Students of various ages participate in their virtual
Quran classes from home. 

Sister Lubna Mansour teaches one of her
Quran classes for women on Zoom.

the others have had varying levels of previous instruction. We pray that this experience of learning to
read Quran is beneficial for each of them and enables them to draw closer to Allah’s Words.
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building good character. Arts and crafts were also a prominent feature of the summer camp. The
week before the program began, students and their parents came to the centers to pick up a
craft pack, which included all sorts of paper, wooden, felt, glass, and plastic craft materials. The
campers then used these materials throughout the six weeks at home to create arts and crafts
projects with their online camp team. The virtual summer camp experience was certainly
different from the typical on-site camp experience, but it still turned out to be a positive,
beneficial, and fun experience for campers and teachers alike.

Mehreen Tariq, author of the new children’s book Dhul-
Hijjah Adventures with Binyamin and Chester, visited our
virtual summer camp on July 29th for a reading of her
book with the students. The Illinois-based author joined
three of our Zoom classes for readings and interactive
activities with the different age groups. With Ms. Tariq’s
visit falling within the blessed first ten days of Dhul-
Hijjah, our campers had  the timely opportunity to  learn 

Visit from Author Mehreen Tariq

A joint MYCP/ICCWG summer camp was held
online for students ages 5-13 in July and August.
Sixty-five campers were registered for the six-
week program. The virtual summer camp
included Islamic lessons, games, activities, and
more. Lesson themes ranged from Quran gems
and the 99 names of Allah to prophet stories and 

Virtual summer camp

about the merits and blessings of these special days, and to make a plan for how they would
make the most of it. Ms. Tariq used character puppets to make her storytelling engaging and fun
for the campers. There was also time for interaction and questions at the end of each session.
Many campers commented upon how exciting it was to meet and interact with the author.

The MYCP Youth Board had a creative idea for bringing
community members together in a safe way during the
pandemic: a socially distanced movie night! The movie
night was held outdoors at MYCP on a perfect summer
day in August. A projector screen was set up outside,
and attendees brought their own blankets or chairs to
sit on and watch the film. Families were spread out far
enough from each other to maintain proper social
distancing. The movie selected for the night was Hidden
Figures,  a  film  about  the  incredible  struggle  of  three

MYCP Youth Board hosts movie night

Community members set up blankets and get
comfortable for Movie Night at MYCP.

Campers display their prayer beads (masbaha) craft.

Scenes from Mehreen Tariq's book presentation,
including a puppet presentation of the story.

African American women working as mathematicians for NASA in the racially segregated
environment of the southern United States in the 1960s. Event attendees found both the film
itself and the movie night setup to make for an enjoyable and inspiring evening.



J U L Y  -  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 0 I S S U E  3

The weekly Soul Food discussion group, which had been
on hiatus since the start of the pandemic, started once
again in early September. The program is now meeting
outdoors with social guidelines in place every Friday
evening at ICCWG. The Soul Food discussion is geared
toward young adults interested in spiritual enrichment
and community-building. Aasia Ferdous, a regular Soul
Food participant, noted, “Soul Food has given me the
opportunity  to  forge  a deeper  connection  with  Islam.

Soul Food discussions nourish the heart

Soul Food discussion held outside at ICCWG.

Several high school and college students from MYCP have been
involved this election season with CAIR-PA’s voter engagement efforts.
Volunteers participate in phone and text banking to encourage
Pennsylvanians to vote in the upcoming election. They help people get
registered to vote, provide information on requesting mail-in ballots,
and assist with other voting-related questions. MYCP Youth Board
Member Dania Alfroukh, who has been serving as a CAIR-PA Civic
Engagement Fellow since the primary election season this spring,
reflected on her experience, “My involvement with CAIR has really
taught me the importance of voting and political engagement. I’ve
learned about team building and strategizing. I would definitely do it
again.” Dania is one of ten MYCP youths working with CAIR-PA on
voter engagement this election season. 

Getting out the vote with CAIR-Philadelphia

Food distribution programs
As the COVID-19 financial crisis continues to affect hundreds of
people in our community, many families are facing food insecurity
and other financial challenges. As an organization, we hold it to
be of utmost importance to support the families in our
community facing these challenges. In partnership with ICNA
Relief and the Zubaida Foundation, we have been able to
distribute over four hundred food packages this quarter to those
struggling during the pandemic. These food packages have
consisted of various items including both non-perishable food
goods as well as fresh produce. Additionally, our volunteers have
participated in monthly food preparation events with  the  hunger 

The open forum and fellowship of other Muslims has let me explore how the religion fits into my life
and my place in it. I’m thankful every week for the opportunity to continue the discussion!”

Dania Alfroukh (19) participates 
in a virtual phone banking effort 
to get out the vote for the general 
election.

Kamran Azeez (18) and Salah-Ahmad
Jordan (9) package food boxes to be
distributed to those in need.

relief organization Muslims Serve. We pray that these programs and events provide relief to those
dealing with financial hardship in this difficult time, and we thank our volunteers for their hard work
and efforts in making these programs a reality. Please contact us at info@msdvpa.org if you are
interested in volunteering for our food distribution programs or if you need food assistance yourself.
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Sister Madiha Irfan, MSDV Executive Director, was appointed to the
Board of Directors of POWER early this fall. POWER is a Philadelphia-
based interfaith organization committed to bringing communities of
faith together to work toward social change, especially in the areas of
racial and economic justice. Community members from both MYCP
and ICCWG have been involved with POWER for almost two years now.
In her new role with POWER, Sister Madiha will work to strengthen
the involvement of the MYCP and ICCWG communities in POWER
campaigns and organizing efforts.

Sister Madiha appointed to POWER Board

The flooring of the ICCWG basement was replaced this July. The old
flooring had been in bad shape because of age and humidity issues.
The unevenness of the flooring in some spots made it a safety hazard,
especially for children, so redoing the flooring became a priority. The
floor replacement project only took a few days, and was ready in time
for jumuah prayers to continue without interruption. Weekly jumuah
prayers are currently being held on the hard flooring of the basement
during the ongoing pandemic for the purposes of easy and regular
sanitation after each prayer. Many community members have been
able to pray on Fridays on the new flooring since it was installed. We
thank our generous donors for their contributions which made this
project possible!

Basement flooring redone at ICCWG

School supply donation drive
Late this summer, we partnered with ICNA Relief to hold a
school supply donation drive to collect supplies to be
distributed to children whose families may not be able to
afford school supplies. With the grace of Allah, MYCP and
ICCWG community members were able to donate hundreds of
school supply items for the drive, including notebooks, pencils,
backpacks, highlighters, markers, and more. Many children go
to school each year without proper school supplies, which can
be a major hindrance to their learning. The goal of the school
supply drive was to provide some of these students with the
materials they need to have a more successful school year.

Hundreds of school supplies were donated.
This picture shows only a portion of all the
supplies collected.

Before (above) and after (below) shots
of the basement at jumuah time.


