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For fourteen months, we did not hold any onsite programs for children due to the pandemic.
Classes and programs were held online during this time, but no youth programs were held in
person at our centers. Given these circumstances, it was certainly an exciting day on June 21st
when sixty children came to the Islamic Cultural Center of Willow Grove (ICCWG) to begin their
summer camp experience. For many children, it was their first time in an in-person educational
setting since the beginning of the pandemic. With safety guidelines in place, we were ready to
begin our four-week camp journey. It has been an exciting and educational adventure for the
campers since that first day. The summer camp has included various activities such as Islamic
lessons, Quran memorization, nasheeds, arts and crafts, games, playtime, and more. Additionally,
the teams, divided by age group, practice every week for a big event each Friday, such as skit
presentations or a talent show, which are shared with the whole camp. The camp also includes
fields trips to Silver Lake Nature Center, Philadelphia Insectarium and Butterfly Pavilion, and Six
Flags Great Adventure. The campers and staff alike are grateful and glad to be back and have the
opportunity to learn and grow together in person together in the House of Allah, alhamdulillah.
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Children return for in-person programs after 14 months away

Clockwise from top right: (1) campers look at a tarantula up close on a field trip to the Philadelphia Insectarium;
(2) campers enjoy playtime in the toy room; (3) campers show off their jellyfish arts and crafts project; and (4)
campers smile for a quick photo during break time.
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Since we opened the doors to ICCWG in 2018, one piece
that felt missing was having a safe and fun outdoor space in
which children could play during summer camp, weekend
programs, and on special occasions. With this in mind, we
held a fundraiser in Ramadan to raise funds to build a
playground at ICCWG. With the generous support of our
community members, we were able to raise more than
$30,000 for the playground project, including a jungle gym,
swing set, and safety surfacing. The playground was
installed during the first week of summer camp. The
campers anxiously awaited the day when the playground
would be available to play on, and they would peek out
through the windows during team activities to check on the
progress of the installation. There was cheering and
whooping when the playground was officially opened on
June 28th. The campers have enjoyed playing and making
memories in the playground since then, and we look
forward to all the memories that will be made on the
playground in the years to come in sha Allah.

New playground installed at ICCWG

Campers enjoy the new playground
equipment during recess.

Daily taraweeh prayers were held at both
MYCP and ICCWG this year during Ramadan.
We were blessed to have excellent Quran
reciters with us at both centers: Shaykh
Mamdouh Selim and his students led
taraweeh at MYCP, while Hafidh Muhammad
Saeed, Hafidh Umair Abdulbasit, and Dr.
Shahid Ur-Rahman led the taraweeh prayers
at ICCWG. After last year’s Ramadan, when
we could not even set foot in the masjid due
to the pandemic and related restrictions, it
was a breath of fresh air for community
members to come back and worship together
in the House of Allah. In between prayers,
community members gathered and caught up 

Ramadan at the masjid once again, alhamdulillah

Community members stand for socially distanced
taraweeh prayers at ICCWG.

with one another after not having seen each other for quite some time. In the last ten nights of
Ramadan, additional programming was held to observe the sacred nights. This included daily
qiyam ul-layl (night prayers) and spiritual all-nighter programs for the 27th night of Ramadan at
both centers. We are grateful to have been back in the masjid for Ramadan, and we pray that
Allah (SWT) allows us to spend every Ramadan in the masjid! 
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Our Ramadan Speaker Series consisted of four renowned
scholars joining us each week on Zoom for lessons on making
the most of Ramadan. Our four esteemed guests were Shaykh
Yasir Fahmy from Boston, Dr. Tamara Gray from Minneapolis,
Dr. Rania Awaad from the San Francisco Bay Area, and Shaykh
Mikaeel Ahmed Smith from Dallas. Topics for the speaker
series included the spiritual dimensions of fasting, developing
a relationship with the Quran, the merits of the last ten
nights of Ramadan, and keeping the spirit of Ramadan alive
throughout the rest of the year. After each lecture, the
audience had the opportunity to have a Q&A session with the
speaker. We were blessed to have this opportunity to learn
from some of the best scholars of Islam in the country, and
we look forward to inviting them to visit our community in
person in the coming years in sha' Allah.

Ramadan guest speaker series

One of the goals of MSDV is to be a leader in civic engagement
efforts. We continue to work on this goal from various angles. In
recent months, the organization appointed two youth from our
community for the CAIR-PA civic engagement fellowship, Sabaa
Alfroukh (20) and Tanzeela Rafe (15). As part of this role, Sabaa
and Tanzeela worked on getting out the vote in the primary
election season, which included holding voter registration drives
after jumuah and taraweeh prayers at MYCP and ICCWG. Another
example of the organization’s civic engagement efforts is being
involved in conversations with local elected officials. On May
26th,   MSDV  Executive  Director  Madiha   Irfan  was  part  of  an 

Civic engagement efforts

Tanzeela Rafe helps a community
member get registered to vote after
Friday prayers at ICCWG. 

As part of our outreach efforts, we held an Eid toy giveaway at
MYCP for children whose families are struggling financially.
Various toys and games were made available for the children to
come and choose from. The goal was to make Eid special and
memorable for every child. In addition to the gifts for the
children, the organization also provided $125 gift cards for each
family in need, also part of the effort to make Eid special for
every family. The funds for both the toys and the gift cards
came from the sadaqah donations of our generous community
members. We thank everyone for their support of this effort!

Making Eid special for everyone

Toys and games on display for the Eid
toy distribution. Children were invited
to come and select a gift of their choice.

interfaith multicultural town hall meeting with Congresswoman Madeleine Dean. In the townhall,
Sister Madiha, along with other leaders from local congregations, asked the congresswoman to
answer questions about public policy submitted by community members.

Guest speakers Dr. Rania Awaad and
Shaykh Mikaeel Ahmed Smith address
our community through Zoom lectures.
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Muslim Youth Center of Philadelphia (MYCP)
11080 Knights Road, Philadelphia, PA 19154

(215) 437-9987  |  mycp@msdvpa.org

Islamic Cultural Center of Willow Grove (ICCWG)
502 Easton Road, Willow Grove, PA 19090

(215) 659-1123  |  iccwg@msdvpa.org

Both MYCP and ICCWG are operated by the Muslim Society of Delaware Valley (MSDV)
MSDV is a registered 501(c)(3) non-profit organization

Tax ID: 31-1176512  |  www.msdvpa.org  |  info@msdvpa.org

Ladies Book Club meets every other week to learn
together and grow together through the medium of
books. The book club, facilitated by MSDV Director
of Operations Sister Teresa Hadjali, is currently
reading Secrets of Divine Love: A Spiritual Journey
into the Heart of Islam by A. Helwa, a book about
purity of faith and building a deeper connection with
Allah (SWT). When members were asked about what
the book club means to them, many responded that
the book club is a place of sisterhood and family—in
addition to reading books together, the sisters have
formed a community of support to be there for each

Ladies Book Club

The blessed month of Dhul Hijjah is honored by the sacred rites
which are observed in it, much like the masajid are honored by
virtue of the blessed prayers performed in them. With the
arrival of Dhul Hijjah the season of the Hajj comes to fruition,
thereby ushering in the spiritual harvest season in which we
reap the blessings of the previous year. We also plant new
seeds, in better places, based on the lessons we have learned
from the mistakes of the previous year. The first ten days
leading up to the day of Eid al-Adha are marked by the pilgrims'

Reflections on Dhul-Hijjah by Brother Numan Dugmeoglu

Some of the members of the Ladies Book Club 
read an excerpt from Secrets of Divine Love 
together at ICCWG.

other through the ups and downs of life. One sister commented that to her, the book club means
healing. It’s a place to come together with like-minded Muslim sisters, feel a sense of belonging, and
be a part of a loving community. The book club meets every other Saturday at ICCWG. Please
contact Sister Teresa at teresa@msdvpa.org for more information.

The blessed Ka'aba in Mecca, 
where the Hajj is performed.

performance of the sacred rituals first established by the family of Ibrahim (AS). Even a short
and cursory reflection on some of these rituals gives us much to learn from. For example, the
pilgrims perform the sa’iy, traveling seven times between the hills of Safa and Marwa to
commemorate the striving and struggle of Hajar (AS), a struggle through which our mother
unearthed the sacred spring of Zamzam, lending us a great lesson about faith: that as believers
we must trust in the assistance of Allah. We must strive and give our all to embody our belief in
Him. We learn from her that eventually through our efforts - our prayers, our fasting, our
charity - Allah will unearth a life-giving spring of faith and joy within our hearts. 


