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In January 2022, we were blessed to have Imam Basheer Bilaal join our community as our first full-
time resident imam. Imam Basheer serves both the Muslim Youth Center of Philadelphia (MYCP) and
the Islamic Cultural Center of Willow Grove (ICCWG) communities as our imam, leading prayers,
teaching classes, offering guidance, and much more. His weekly programs include Friday and
Saturday Night at the Mosque, a weekly gathering at each center (Friday at MYCP and Saturday at
ICCWG) for community members to connect and learn together; a class on the tafseer (explanation)
of the Quran at MYCP; a class on the stories of the Prophets of Islam (AS) at ICCWG; and Quran
reading circles at both MYCP and ICCWG for adults to improve their fluency in reading the Quran in
Arabic. Imam Basheer also holds regular office hours at both centers for community members to
meet with him one-on-one to seek advice and guidance around personal religious and spiritual
matters. Recently, he has organized a number of special educational events for the community, such
as a workshop on building a relationship with the Quran and a pre-Ramadan workshop on how to 
 make the most of Ramadan. Imam Basheer has a special interest in interfaith work, and has already
begun expanding our interfaith partnerships by participating in numerous interfaith panels,
meetings, and events. Before joining us at MSDV, Imam Basheer served as imam and religious
director in several communities in the US, including recently at the Muslim Association of Lehigh
Valley (MALV) in Allentown, PA. Imam Basheer studied Islam formally for many years in Turkey and
Syria, receiving ijazahs (authoritative license) in several branches of Islamic knowledge. He is
passionate about serving the diverse needs of the Muslim community, and has a strong vision to push
our community to the next level as a community rooted in sound Islamic knowledge inshaAllah.
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Imam Basheer Bilaal joins MSDV as full-time resident imam

Left: a portrait of Imam Basheer Bilaal; right: Imam Basheer teaches his weekly class on the tafseer
(explanation) of the Quran at MYCP. 

Bismillah ir-Rahman ir-Raheem
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On Friday, February 25th, we were
honored to welcome Shaykh Yahya
Rhodus and Ustadh Amjad Tarsin from
Al-Maqasid Institute in Allentown, PA
to the Islamic Cultural Center of
Willow Grove (ICCWG) for the first
time. In collaboration with Al-
Maqasid, we held a “Night of
Remembrance” event, focused on the
remembrance of Allah through His
praise, supplication, and sacred
poetry. This special event included
recitation of the Quran, repetition of
Allah’s names (al-asmaa al-husna),
and a reading of the “Qasida Burda,” a
classical  poem  in  praise  of  Prophet

Night of Remembrance held in conjunction with Al-Maqasid

In March, we held a theatrical production
of “The Journey of a Lifetime,” a play
based on the classical Islamic poem The
Conference of the Birds by Fariduddin
Attar. The play adaptation, consisting of
two acts, was written and directed by
Sister Teresa Hadjali. In act one, a flock of
birds embark on a journey to meet their
Majestic King. Along the way, the birds
face struggles of one kind or another. The
story is a metaphor for the human journey
to meet Allah. The second act puts a
contemporary twist on the original story
by exploring the adventures of a group  of

"The Journey of a Lifetime": a theatrical production at ICCWG

The wise hoopoe guides the flock of birds on their adventurous
journey on the way to meeting Allah.

Esteemed guest speakers Shaykh Yahya Rhodus and Ustadh
Amjad Tarsin visit ICCWG from Al-Maqasid Institute.

Muhammad (SAWS). There were also short talks led by Shaykh Yahya and Ustadh Amjad. In his talk,
Ustadh Amjad spoke about the presence of angels at gatherings where the remembrance of Allah is
made, and Shaykh Yahya spoke about the importance of remembering Allah and its effect on the
heart of the believer. The event was well-attended, and community members also had the
opportunity to connect with one another over snacks after the event.

friends as they make their Hajj journey. The cast and crew were made up of ICCWG and MYCP
community members, and included children, teens, and adults. They practiced tirelessly for weeks
in preparation for the big performances. The play was performed at ICCWG on March 18th and
20th. Over a hundred people attended and watched the play. After each performance, there was
also a community discussion on the play’s message.  
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Dr. Muhammad Amjad, one of the founding members
of the Muslim Society of Delaware Valley and former
President of the organization, passed away on March
10, 2022. His son-in law, Dr. Adnan Zulfiqar,
remembered him with these words: “His magnetic
smile, infectious laugh, gentle way and deep humility
filled the room. He was just someone you had to love.
I probed him for stories about his fascinating
journey, the beginnings in a village in Pakistan and
the final rest on the outskirts of Philadelphia, a place
he called home for over four decades. Along the way,
he became a dentist, got married, opened his own
practice, raised three kids, helped build a community
and supported countless family members in small and
immense ways. In the process, he changed the
trajectory  of  so  many  lives,  but  for  him  it  simply

In memory of Dr. Muhammad Amjad, a lifelong community leader

seemed to be about doing good in whatever moment he was in. He was a deeply devout man—faith
animated his life in countless ways, but he never burdened others with his piety. It was done in
quiet ways that touched you regardless and beckoned you to follow what seemed to be an elevated
path.” Dr. Amjad suffered for more than a decade from an aggressive form of dementia, during which
time his family lovingly cared for him. He is survived by his wife, Sister Tahira Amjad; siblings Dr.
Mushtaq Ahmad, Brother Muhammad Hanif, and Sister Shamim Jamil; three children Drs. Hajira,
Hammad, and Halima Amjad; and nine grandchildren. While Hajira and Hammad followed in their
father’s footsteps in becoming dentists, Halima was inspired by her father’s illness and works as a
physician and researcher in dementia. Dr. Muhammad Amjad is honored for his model character and
selfless service to the community. We join his family in mourning his passing, and pray that Allah
gives him the best in the Hereafter. 

The radiant smile of Dr. Muhammad Amjad.

MSDV co-hosts Interfaith Multicultural Awareness Week

Imam Basheer answers audience questions after the MSDV
Zoom panel on Islam during Interfaith Week.

In collaboration with several local houses of
worship, MSDV co-hosted the first Interfaith
Multicultural Awareness Week in March. The
week consisted of a series of online talks hosted
by a diverse group of faith leaders representing
different religions. On Monday, March 7th, the
MSDV staff took part in a panel on Islam,
focused on celebrating both similarities and
differences with other faiths. More than sixty
people attended the event and participated in a
Q&A session after the panel discussion. This
event is just one example of the many types of
interfaith projects in which MSDV is involved.
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Muslim Youth Center of Philadelphia (MYCP)
11080 Knights Road, Philadelphia, PA 19154

(215) 437-9987  |  mycp@msdvpa.org

Islamic Cultural Center of Willow Grove (ICCWG)
502 Easton Road, Willow Grove, PA 19090

(215) 659-1123  |  iccwg@msdvpa.org

Both MYCP and ICCWG are operated by the Muslim Society of Delaware Valley (MSDV)
MSDV is a registered 501(c)(3) non-profit organization

Tax ID: 31-1176512  |  www.msdvpa.org  |  info@msdvpa.org

In March, we launched a program to bring our
teenage community members back to the
masjid. We had a thriving teen program before
the pandemic, but the restrictions of online
learning made it difficult to sustain our teen
programs with the same level of participation.
Even as we returned on-site last year, it was
clear that our numbers were not what they used
to be. Recognizing the need to address the
challenges and issues facing teens in our
community, we began a series of programs to
recruit teens to join our youth group. In March,
we held two teen-specific events as part of this

Re-activating teen programs at MYCP and ICCWG

Teens participate in a discussion at MYCP after the
first teen lunch program in March.

initiative. The first teen lunch, featuring halal gyro, was held on March 6, and the second teen
lunch, featuring sushi and noodles, was held on March 27. Both programs included discussions on
religious topics relevant to teens, as well as team-building activities to help the youth connect to
one another. We have several programs planned for teens in the coming months, including iftars
and field trips, to work on building up our teen programs once again inshaAllah.

Upgrades at MYCP
In the past three months, we have made several
repairs and upgrades at MYCP. We had a brand-new
swing set with six swings installed in our playground
in January. MYCP students have already spent hours
enjoying the new swing set. Additionally, we had
repairs made in our bathrooms at MYCP. In two
bathrooms, there were issues of leaking faucets and
no hot water, so we had these issues resolved. The
toilets in the back hallway bathrooms were replaced
with pressure-assisted  commercial toilets. One of the

biggest projects was having a shower installed at MYCP to make it possible for people to participate
in i’tikaf (continuous worship, especially in the last 10 nights of Ramadan). Several other small
repairs were made, such as the kitchen garbage disposal being fixed, and malfunctioning lights
being replaced with new LED lights. All of these projects together cost upwards of $25,000. Your
support is needed as we continue to upgrade our facilities for community use inshaAllah.

The new swing set can be seen behind the new
fence installed last fall.


