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MSDV QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER

The Muslim Society of Delaware Valley is honored and excited
to share that Brother Razin Karu has been named the
organization’s new executive director. Brother Razin has most
recently served as the outreach coordinator at ICNA-Relief,
where he worked on programs focusing on a diverse set of
community needs, including refugee services, hunger
prevention, disaster relief, and more. Brother Razin was born
and raised in India, and has been living in the US since 2013. He
received his AA with honors in history from Bucks County
Community College, where  he  also founded the  Bucks  Muslim 

Brother Razin Karu named the new
executive director of MSDV

MYCP's seventh annual summer camp program begins
MYCP summer camp began for its seventh year on June
20th. More than sixty campers are enrolled for the daily
camp, which includes Islamic lessons, arts and crafts,
nasheeds, stories, and more. Ahead of Eid al-Adha,
campers are learning about the rituals and steps of Hajj.
The campers will present a Hajj reenactment in a camp-
wide assembly in the week before Eid, with each age group
presenting one of the different steps of the Hajj. The
campers recently visited the Oasis Family Fun Center,
where they enjoyed a variety of games, rock climbing, a
laser maze, and more. Two additional trips are planned to
Hellerick’s Family Farm and Dorney Park. 

Razin Karu, MSDV's new executive director.

Campers wait in line for indoor rock climbing
at the Oasis Family Fun Center.

Bismillah ir-Rahman ir-Raheem

Students Association and also served as the student government president from 2016-2017. He was
the first person of color to hold the office. He then transferred to Temple University, from where he
received his BA in history and political science, with minors in global studies and economics. Razin is
passionate about civic engagement, social justice, interfaith relations, and volunteering. He is a
member of the Bucks County New Americans Advisory Commission. As MSDV’s executive director,
Brother Razin will direct programs and activities for both the Muslim Youth Center of Philadelphia
(MYCP) and the Islamic Cultural Center of Willow Grove (ICCWG), lead the organization’s strategic
planning, serve as the primary representative of the organization, develop relationships with
community members, cultivate interfaith partnerships, manage finances, and much more. He looks
forward to serving the MSDV community. He can be reached at razin@msdvpa.org and 267-774-7313.
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Weekly community iftars

Daily taraweeh prayers were held at both centers. At MYCP,
taraweeh prayers were led by Shaykh Mamdouh Selim and
his students, while at ICCWG, taraweeh was led by Hafidh
Umair Abdulbasit, Shaykh Muhammad Saeed, and Dr. Shahid
Ur-Rahman. During prayer breaks, Imam Basheer Bilaal and
Brother Numan Dugmeoglu provided short spiritual
reminders. The khatm al-Quran was held at both centers on
the 29th night of Ramadan. We are grateful to Allah to have
completed two khatms as an organization this year, and
pray that we will always be able to do so each year!

Taraweeh prayers

We hosted more than a dozen community iftars this
Ramadan across MYCP, ICCWG, and Fisher’s Banquet
Hall, with hundreds of people in attendance. Iftars were
held weekly at MYCP on Fridays, at ICCWG on Saturdays,
and at Fisher’s on Sundays. Following each iftar, Imam
Basheer Bilaal delivered a lecture, during which he taught
about a variety of topics, such as building a relationship
with the Quran, the merits of night prayers, and keeping
the spirit of Ramadan alive throughout the year. The
iftars were sponsored and organized by a number of
generous community members and volunteers, and we
thank them for their support. May Allah reward them!

We held several youth-centered iftars this Ramadan. The Kids’
Iftar, held at ICCWG on April 12th, was attended by more than a
hundred children and their parents. The program featured
Ramadan-themed arts and crafts projects, a Ramadan bingo
game, and Islamic trivia. There was kid-friendly food and prizes
were distributed. The event was a great success alhamdulillah.
Additionally, we held four iftars for teenagers on Thursdays
during the month of Ramadan—two at MYCP and two at ICCWG.
More than fifty youth ages 12-19 attended the teen iftars, where
they listened to inspirational reminders and engaged in
meaningful conversations as they broke their fast together.
During the teen iftars, teens discussed the spiritual significance
of Ramadan and how to make the most of the sacred month.
Additionally, the teens had the opportunity to engage in some
friendly competition through fun post-iftar games. 

Kids' and teen iftars

Above: Children participate in a trivia
game at the Kids' Iftar. Below: Youth
enjoy table discussions at a teen iftar.

Hundreds of community members enjoy iftar
together at the Fisher's Banquet Hall.

Congregants listen to a mid-taraweeh spiritual
reminder led by Brother Numan Dugmeoglu.

Ramadan and Eid al-Fitr 1443/2022
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Eid prayers and celebrations
After a blessed month of fasting, worship, and Quran, our community
gathered to celebrate Eid al-Fitr. More than a thousand community
members joined at both MYCP and ICCWG for Eid prayers and
celebrations. The atmosphere was festive as the Eid takbeerat were
recited aloud and everyone was dressed in their best clothes. There
were two prayers held at each center to accommodate our growing
community, with overflow space extending well beyond the main
prayer halls. Imam Basheer Bilaal, Dr. Salar Alsardary, and Brother
Numan Dugmeoglu delivered beautiful Eid khutbahs. After prayers,
there were potluck breakfasts held at both centers, during which
community members were able to greet, hug, and congratulate one
another on the blessing of completing another Ramadan. Children
received goodie bags with sweet treats. Additionally, activities were
available for children, including a moon bounce at ICCWG and
comedic entertainment at MYCP. Alhamdulillah it was a blessed and
memorable Eid!

A Ramadan and Eid bazaar was held at MYCP on April
10th. Seventeen local small businesses were present as
vendors for the event. Bazaar stalls offered a variety of
cultural and religious products, such as ittar perfumes,
Islamic art, hijabs, abayas, shalwar kameez, gourmet
dates, Eid décor, jewelry, and more. Our local CAIR
chapter was also present to share important resources
for community members around civil liberties.
Hundreds of community members showed up to
support local businesses and to get supplies for Eid
festivities. In addition to shopping, attendees also had
the opportunity to catch up with another, have henna
applied, and pray together in the musalla.  

Ramadan and Eid bazaar 

Community members explore a wide variety of
options at the Ramadan and Eid bazaar at MYCP.

Above: Imam Basheer Bilaal
delivers the Eid khutbah at MYCP.
Below: Congregants line up for the
Eid prayer at ICCWG.

Muslim, Jewish, and Christian neighbors get to
know one another at the Interfaith Iftar.

On April 26, we held an Interfaith and Neighbors’ Iftar at
ICCWG. More than a hundred of our interfaith partners
and neighbors attended. The program included an
introduction to Ramadan by Imam Basheer Bilaal and
small group interfaith discussions facilitated by Sister
Madiha Irfan. A major theme of the discussion was the
commonalities among the observances of Passover,
Lent, and Ramadan, all of which overlapped this year.
Several local elected officials were also in attendance. It
was a wonderful evening of fellowship and learning.

Interfaith and Neighbors' Iftar 
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Muslim Youth Center of Philadelphia (MYCP)
11080 Knights Road, Philadelphia, PA 19154

(215) 437-9987  |  mycp@msdvpa.org

Islamic Cultural Center of Willow Grove (ICCWG)
502 Easton Road, Willow Grove, PA 19090

(215) 659-1123  |  iccwg@msdvpa.org

Both MYCP and ICCWG are operated by the Muslim Society of Delaware Valley (MSDV)
MSDV is a registered 501(c)(3) non-profit organization

Tax ID: 31-1176512  |  www.msdvpa.org  |  info@msdvpa.org

We held a parenting workshop titled “Modern Muslim Parenting:
Parenting at the Crossroads of Islam, Culture, and Child
Psychology,” led by Sister Farheen Khan on June 25th. Sister
Farheen is a teacher with over twenty years of experience, a
children’s author, and a mother of four. She holds a B.A. in
psychology and an M.Ed. in Education. With her vast experience
and expertise, Sister Farheen led us in an incredibly informative,
engaging, and thought-provoking three-hour workshop at
ICCWG. The program began with an exploration of parenting
paradigms in the Quran and Sunnah. Sister Farheen also provided 

Parenting workshop 

Closing ceremonies for Weekend 
Learning and Quran Programs

Above: ICCWG students present their work to parents
and peers at the closing ceremony. Below: MYCP
students pose with their certificates.

an overview of child development stages as theorized by child psychologists. She explained how parents’
awareness of these stages can help them engage with their children in ways that are developmentally
appropriate. The program also included small group activities, during which the parents in attendance
had the opportunity to get to know one another, share experiences, and learn from each other. Sister
Farheen ended the program with some helpful strategies for effectively correcting children’s behavior. It
was an excellent workshop, and we hope to offer many similar programs in the future inshaAllah.

Sister Farheen leads the parenting workshop
at ICCWG on 6/25/2022.

On June 11th and 12th, we held closing ceremonies for the
Weekend Learning and Quran Reading Programs at ICCWG
and MYCP. At the closing ceremony, students presented
class projects to their peers, teachers, and parents. Quran
students recited surahs they had memorized together in
class. After the presentations, students from the weekend
program and the weekday Quran program received
certificates recognizing their achievements and learning
this year. Teachers were also recognized with a small gift
for their hard work in making the Weekend Learning and
Quran Reading Programs meaningful, effective, and
memorable for our students. Following the presentations,
certificates, and gifts, the attendees enjoyed pizza and
sweets together. Alhamdulillah, we are grateful to have
gathered safely for our first in-person Weekend Learning
and Quran Program closing ceremonies since 2019.


